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WELCO M E TO
EB O R M ILL S

24  BRA ND N EW HOME S AN D 13  HOME S CREATED FROM THE 
C ONVERSI ON  OF A SERIE S OF G RADE II  LISTED FORMER MILL 

BUI LD IN G S IN  THE HISTORIC V ILLAG E OF HAWORTH, 
WE ST YORK SHIRE .



WE F I RST  AC QUI RE D THIS LAN DMARK  SITE IN  2018 AND HAVE SINCE WORKED 
TI REL E S SLY  TO CREATE A DEV ELOPMEN T THAT HONOURS EB OR MILL S '

HISTORI CA L SI GNI FICAN CE AN D SU ITS ITS SU RROUNDING S.  OUR FINAL PLANS 
W ERE D E SI GNED IN  CLOSE COLLAB ORATION WITH HERITAGE AND 

ENVIRONM ENTAL  EXPERTS AN D AL SO EN GAG ED WITH THE LO CAL COMMUNITY.

Ebor Mills dates back to 1819 and it seems fitting that two centuries  
later the site is set to be completely regenerated and given a new 
lease of  life, after many years of  neglect. Haworth was once a textile  
manufacturing powerhouse, and Ebor Mills forms part of  the rich  
tapestry of  the region’s industrial past. 

We are transforming historic, listed buildings that once housed  
important mill functions, including the spinning mill, warehouse and 
economiser, into 13 unique and modern homes. A series of  weaving 
sheds at the rear of  the site have been demolished, but in their place 
we are building 24 new homes designed to pay tribute to Ebor Mills’  
heritage, and its setting. 

Our homes have between one and four bedrooms, are available in a  
variety of  styles, from apartments to townhouses to substantial  
detached homes, and will create a distinct hamlet within Haworth itself.

The original chimney will remain in situ, maintaining Ebor Mills’  
distinctive silhouette and roof  line, while the old boiler house will also 
be restored and retained as a historical asset. We’ve included public  
access routes to the site so that these assets can be enjoyed and  
appreciated by all.

Ebor Mills is enveloped in beautiful countryside and adjacent to 
Bridgehouse Beck, whose rushing waters once powered Ebor Mills, so 
many of  our homes enjoy picturesque views and all have wonderful 
landscape to explore right on their doorsteps.

Discover the Skipton Properties difference at Ebor Mills, where you 
can experience Haworth’s rich history whilst enjoying all the benefits 
of  a beautiful, energy-efficient home that has been designed for modern 
family life.
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TWO CEN TU RIE S OF HISTORY

a). Photo: P Richardson. Published by the Keighley & Worth Valley Railway Preservation Society

THE EVO LUTI ON 
OF EB O R MI LL S
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THE ORIGI NAL  EB OR 
MILL WAS  BUI LT  I N 1 81 9 
BY HIRAM  C RAVEN, A 
CONTRAC TOR AND  STON E 
MASON BASED  I N
KEIGHLEY. 

At first the Spinning Mill was rented out, but by 
1834 the firm Cravens & Sugden had been set up 
by Hiram Craven in partnership with his two sons, 
and the Cravens were operating the mill 
themselves. Between 1847 and 1848 the Spinning 
Mill was extended and several cottages2 were built 
for mill workers.

In 1851 Cravens & Sugden was dissolved and the 
Ebor Mill complex was sold to the Merrall 
brothers. Hartley Merrall first established a 
weaving business in the area in the early 19th 
century, and his four sons carried on the family 
business with great success. Documents suggest the 
Merralls had already been renting Ebor prior to 
buying it, and in 1844 they had built Lees Mill3, 
which was conveniently located immediately to the 
east of  Ebor. The two mill complexes were soon 
sharing facilities and running in tandem.

It had seven bays and three storeys and was 
powered by water from Bridgehouse Beck – a huge 
internal water wheel once occupied the eastern 
end of  the building, with the mill race in front. The 
original mill building still stands as the Spinning 
Mill1 – the roadside building just off Ebor Lane – 
and, like the rest of  the remaining mill structures, it 
is Grade II listed.

With the business-savvy Merralls at the helm, 
Ebor entered a period of  rapid expansion and 
upgrades. An additional steam-powered mill and 
engine house was built, likely in the 1860s, but this 
was soon replaced by the Warehouse4 and weaving 
sheds5. In 1885 neighbouring Lees Mill was 
devastated by fire, but by 1892 it had been 
completely rebuilt, and the Merralls also took the 
opportunity to improve Ebor during this period. 
The original Spinning Mill was extended between 
1886-7 and the Economiser6, Boiler House7 and 
Chimney8 were also constructed, as was a new, 
much larger, multi-storey spinning mill.9

This large complex of  buildings would have been 
a hive of  industry, and the worsted, a fine quality 
wool yarn, produced there was in high demand. It 
was said that Merralls workers formed one of  the 
most prosperous communities in Yorkshire, and by 
1910 the company was said to have 15,000 spindles 
and 1,400 looms, making it one of  the county’s 
largest worsted spinning operations.10

We’re creating several unique homes within the former Spinning Mill
Five of  the mill workers’ cottages survive
Lees Mill was demolished after a fire in the 1960s
We’re creating several apartments and townhouses within the former Warehouse
We weren’t able to repurpose the weaving sheds, but we’ve paid homage to their saw tooth, ‘North 
Light’, roofs in the design of  some of  our new build homes that stand where they once did
We’re creating a standalone home within the former Economiser
We’ve retained and restored part of  the old Boiler House as a heritage feature
The original chimney is still very much a feature of  Ebor Mills’ roofline
The multi-storey spinning mill built in the late 1880s was sadly destroyed by fire in 2010
Incidentally the Merralls also owned Lowertown Shed, also known as Lower Holme Mill, at 
Oxenhope, which was redeveloped by Skipton Properties 15 years ago
IMAGES, L - R
A snowy Ebor Mills in 1968, with a Keighley & Worth Valley steam train rushing past
The first floor of  the Spinning Mill, pre-renovation
An Ordnance Survey map from 1894, showing Ebor and Lees Mills (Crown Copyright and 
Landmark Information Group 2019)
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Over the next few decades the Merralls continued 
to spin and weave worsted. While we don’t have a 
record of  the business during this period, we were 
able to build a clear picture of  Ebor Mills in the 
modern era. This is thanks to Angus ‘Ben’ Rhodes, 
who managed Ebor from 1968-1988 and was kind 
enough to share his recollections with us.

The Merrall & Sons Company was eventually 
liquidated in 1966, after a fire destroyed Lees Mill. 
The last of  the Merrall line, Jack Merrall, lived at 
the mill owner’s house, but it was said that he retired 
to the Isle of  Man on the insurance proceeds of  
the fire! The Jerome Group then purchased Ebor 

Mills. When Ben took charge of  Ebor in 1968 all 
the worsted spinning took place in the multi-storey 
mill (the original, roadside spinning mill had been 
converted to office space) and the original Victorian 
machinery was still in use, operated by a workforce 
of  60-70 people. The boiler house was also still in 
use, heating the mill buildings, and Ben lived in one 
of  the mill workers’ cottages for a short time.  
Although worsted is traditionally used for suiting, 
the yarn produced at Ebor at this time was actually 
sold to knitwear producers, including household 

IT WAS SA I D  T H AT  
MERRALL S WORKERS 
FORMED  ONE OF TH E MOST 
PROSPEROUS C OM MUNITIE S 
IN YORKSH I RE .

names such as Marks & Spencer, British heritage 
brands like Wolsey and Pantherella and fellow 
sockmakers H J Hall.

In 1969 the decision was made to re-equip the 
mill with modern machinery; a process which 
took some seven years but dramatically increased 
production, so much so that by the 1980s Jerome 
had outgrown Ebor Mills. 

In 1988 they moved from Ebor to a single-storey 
spinning mill in Keighley to further increase the 
size and efficiency of  their operation. Ben oversaw 
the move, and the site was then sold to Airedale 
Springs.

Airedale Springs, a local, family-run producer of  
specialist springs founded in 1946, occupied Ebor 
Mills from 1988 until 2010, when a fire destroyed 
the multi-storey spinning mill and its contents. In 
a neat piece of  circularity, Airedale Springs built 
a replacement facility next to Bridgehouse Mill, 
which they themselves had occupied from 1974, 
and which has now also been redeveloped into 
luxury apartments by Skipton Properties.

a)

c)

b)

d)
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A view of  the Spinning Mill, Boiler House and edge of  the Warehouse
The Chimney cap (above)
The Warehouse, with the Chimney in the background (below)
The attic in the Spinning Mill

THIS PAGE: Ebor Mills is shown in the foreground of  this image from the early part of  the 20th 
century. The large multi-storey spinning mill that dominates the image was later destroyed by fire 
and demolished, as was Lees Mills, which is the complex in the background. The mill workers’ 
cottages, Spinning Mill and Chimney can be seen clearly.

IMAGES, L - R 
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AT  HO M E  I N
HAWO RTH

H AWORTH HAS A RICH HISTORY OF ITS OWN. IT WAS 
FI RST  RECORDED AS A SETTLEMEN T IN THE EARLY 
1 3 T H CEN TU RY, B U T IS MOST FAMOUS AS THE HOME

OF THE B RON TE S.
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CHARLOTT E ,  EMI LY  AND AN N E B RON TE WERE 
RE SP ON SI BLE FOR SUC H MASTERPIECE S OF EN G LISH 
LITERATURE AS JANE EYR E ,  WU THER ING HEIGHTS 
AND THE  TENAN T  O F  WIL D FELL HAL L ,  AN D 
YORKSH I RE 'S RUG GED , ROMAN TIC LAN DSCAPE IS WRIT 
LARGE IN TH EI R WORK .

Ebor Mills is the perfect base for exploring so-called “Brontë Country”, with the Brontë Waterfall and Top 
Withins, which is said to have inspired a location in Wuthering Heights, both walkable from the 
development. 

The sisters lived and worked at what is now the Brontë Parsonage Museum on Church Street, within 
Haworth’s conservation area. Also along the steep cobbled streets of  this charming hill village are several 
churches and chapels, including the church at which the Brontës father served as curate from 1820-61, as 
well as former weavers’ cottages and workshops that act as a further reminder of  the region’s industrial 
heritage. Before weaving became industrialised and modern mill machinery came to the fore there were 
said to be 1,200 hand looms in use in Haworth.

Just to the west of  Ebor Mills runs the Keighley and Worth Valley Steam Railway line, which famously 
appeared in the iconic 1970 film, The Railway Children. Haworth station is Grade II listed and one of  six 
stops along the five-mile line, which sweeps through the picturesque Pennine valleys, including Haworth’s 
own Worth Valley, from which the railway takes its name. 

Keighley is the nearest mainline train station, with connecting trains across the extensive Northern 
Railway network. It’s also the largest nearby town, with various supermarkets and amenities. Within 
Haworth itself  you’ll find many independent shops, restaurants, tea rooms and pubs, including the
much-photographed Black Bull, which traces its history back to the 1600s and was frequented by 
Branwell, dissolute brother of  the Brontë sisters. The centre of  the village is about a 15 minute walk from 
Ebor Mills, while Bradford, Leeds, Harrogate and Leeds Bradford Airport are all within an hour’s drive. 
There are numerous primary and secondary schools in Haworth and into the neighbouring towns and 
villages.
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AB O UT  SK IP TON 
P RO PERTI E S

HOME H AS NEVER BEEN  MORE IMP ORTAN T, AN D AT SKIP TON PROPERTIE S OUR 
HOME S EM B ODY  OUR CORE VALU E S:  FAMILY,  PEOPLE ,  EXCELLENCE ,  CREATIVITY 

AN D HEART.

Our company was established in 1986 by a father and is now run by his 
two daughters, so family is at the heart of  our company and the homes 
we create; and we’re local, so it’s important to us to build homes that 
enhance the area. We approach each development differently, carefully 
tailoring our specifications to make the most of  each unique site and 
ensuring our homes are sympathetically woven into their surroundings; 
complementing the existing architecture and blending seamlessly with 
the local landscape.

We understand the importance of  home: a place to make your own, 
somewhere for family and friends to gather and a sanctuary you can’t 
wait to return to at the end of  a long day.

Our homes embody our values and to date we’ve built houses for more 
than 3,500 families. We want you to have a great experience choosing, 
buying and personalising your dream home, so we’ll be here to help and 
advise you at every step along the way.

We believe that charity begins at home, so we make regular donations to 
organisations that benefit local people and are based in the same towns 
and villages as our developments. Most recently we undertook a virtu-
al team challenge, individually running, walking, cycling or swimming 
the distance between Skipton and the two European towns it’s twinned 
with (a total of  912 miles!) We were proud to raise almost £10,000 for 
Manorlands, our local Sue Ryder hospice, along the way.
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PREVIO US  D EVELOPMENTS

EL SEY CROF T

A larger site for us, and one located in our
company’s hometown of  Skipton, North
Yorkshire. Elsey Croft comprises more
than 100 homes in our trademark natural
stone, designed with an abundance of
windows to maximise natural light and
framed with traditional dry stone walls to
help the development sit harmoniously
within the natural landscape.

Completed: 2016

THE GREEN

The 39 homes we created at Glusburn, North 
Yorkshire, make the most of  their Airedale 
Valley location; cascading down the hillside in 
a way that maximises the size of  the plots and 
the views they enjoy. As with many of  our sites, 
the works we carried out enhance the area, in 
this case by improving access and providing 
much-needed parking and a public green space 
and play area for existing residents.

Completed: 2020

THE BRID GE

After creating 75 new build homes on the same 
Haworth site, we turned our attention to another 
disused mill, this time Bridgehouse Mill, which 
dates back to the 1700s. Our transformation of  
this historic local landmark has seen us restore 
the building to its original, four storey height, 
reinstate its roof  cupola and make a feature of  
its huge windows and industrial architecture 
within 23 lateral apartments.

Due for completion: 2021
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EB O R M ILL S 
SPECIFICATI ON

WE ’RE EXT REMELY PROU D OF THE HOME S WE BUILD.  OUR INSISTENCE ON 
E XC ELL ENC E M EAN S WE MAIN TAIN  THE HIG HE ST OF STANDARDS,  SO YOU 
CAN RELY  ON OUR LON G - SERV IN G, TRUSTED CRAF TSMEN TO CONSTRUCT 

YOUR H OME WITH CARE AN D METICU LOUS ATTENTION TO DETAIL . 

We source high quality materials, including the coursed natural 
stone used to construct the external elevations of  the new homes, 
which has been hand-selected to emphasise its unique 
variations and timeless beauty. The cast stone door and 
window sills, surrounds and lintels continue around certain 
homes, creating an attractive banded effect that nods to the 
architectural detailing of  the spinning mill, while the distinctive 
‘North Light’ roofs that were a feature of  the old weaving sheds 
are mirrored in a new row of  townhouses.

The original Grade II listed buildings that form part of  our 
project were altered and added to many times throughout their 
long history and had been lying empty and in a state of  disrepair 
for several years before we salvaged them. We’ll carefully repair 
and restore the original stonework where needed, and replace 
windows with bespoke conservation windows chosen to mirror 
the originals whilst providing much better functionality. We’ve 
salvaged original fixtures wherever we’ve been able to, adding to 
the unique character of  the converted homes.
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The internal specifications for our homes are personally overseen and selected by our Sales, Marketing and Design Director, Caroline. They evolve as trends do, 
but maintain a distinct sense of  style and a timeless, enduring appeal. Energy-efficiency, environmental impact and sustainability are front of  mind as we design 
and build our homes, and wherever possible they have high quality insulation and energy-saving technologies installed, to help reduce running costs.

Natural coursed stone elevations, 
inspired by the original buildings
Natural slate roofs
Locally-made wooden, 
aluminium, or slimline uPVC 
windows
Turfed rear gardens
Soft-close kitchen in contemporary 
or traditional styles and laminate 
work surfaces
Quartz work surfaces and 
Rangemaster stoves (to luxury
homes)

A-rated, integrated 
Zanussi appliances
Instinct ‘Nuance’ white 
bathroom sanitaryware
Hansgrohe showers and taps
Contemporary towel radiators
Low energy down lights to 
kitchens and bathrooms
EV electric car charging points
Honeywell digital energy-saving 
thermostats
Mains intruder alarms

Your comprehensive specification includes:

•

•
•

•
•

•

•

•

•
•
•

•
•

•
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NORTH LIG HT PLACE

A STRIKIN G ROW OF TOWNHOUSE S 
IN SPIRED BY,  AND FOUND ON A NEW 
STREET NAMED FOR , THE DISTINCTIVE 
N ORTH LIGHT RO OFS THAT TOPPED 
THE WEAV ING SHEDS THAT ONCE 
STO OD ON  THIS PART OF THE SITE . 

PLOTS  17-2 1

These ‘sawtooth’ roofs were originally designed to maximise natural light 
for the weavers at work, hence the name. We’ve maintained a similar effect 
with the architecture and roof  line of  our Heron and Osprey homes, even 
including Velux windows as a modern way to allow in more light. 

The five townhouses are detached and connected only by the continuous 
façade, which is punctuated with arrow slit openings in the stonework.
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THE HERON AND OSPREY HOME S 
DIFFER SLIGHTLY IN THEIR FLO OR 
PLAN S AND SQUARE FO OTAGE S BUT 
ARE VERY SIMILAR . 

Each home has three floors, three bedrooms, a study and a garden, 
as well as off-street parking, and can be accessed both via its rear 
garden and via the new footpath link we’re creating parallel to 
Bridgehouse Beck. 

The latter is the main entrance, and faces west towards the Beck. 
Each home has a covered porch area leading to the front door, from 
which the entrance hallway opens straight onto the expansive, open 
plan living space. This comprises a kitchen, at the front of  the home, 
and ample space for dining and seating towards the rear. There’s 
also a cloakroom and double doors which give onto the turfed rear 
garden.

THE
HERO N

PLOTS 17-20
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THE
OS PREY

P L OT 21

THE OSPREY  I S LO CATED AT THE 
END OF TH E ROW  AND HAS A 
SLIGHT LY  LA RGER FO OTPRIN T 
THAN TH E NEI GH B OU RIN G HERON 
HOME S,  A ND  M ORE SPACE FOR OFF-
STREE T  PARKI NG. 

Up on the first floor of  all five homes there’s a large landing with 
space to create a reading nook or workspace, two double bedrooms, 
one with an en suite shower room and one overlooking the water, 
and a house bathroom with bath. The house bathroom has two 
doors – one providing access from the landing and one connecting it 
to the third bedroom. 

The second floor is home to a fabulous master suite that runs the full 
length of  the house. It has an en suite shower room and space for 
dressing and seating areas, as well as a Juliet balcony with views onto 
the Beck. There is also a study that provides a separate, secluded 
spot for home working and has a Velux window overhead to 
maximise natural light. There’s another Velux window in the master 
suite for the same purpose.
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THE WAREHOUS E

THE WAREHOUSE WAS BUILT IN THE 
LATER PART OF THE 19 TH CENTURY AS 
PART OF THE EXPANSION OF THE MILL 
COMPLEX , AND REPLACED AN EARLIER 
SPIN N IN G  MILL .

PLOTS  9 -13

The warehouse lies parallel to the original Spinning Mill, and is set further 
back across the main courtyard. The original coursed stone has acquired a 
beautiful patina over the years, and the warehouse’s tall window openings, 
many of  which have decorative stone heads, are still in situ. We’ve installed 
replacement conservation windows that suit the warehouse conversion’s 
industrial architecture and allow in plenty of  natural light. These five 
townhouses offer the best of  both worlds: they are beautiful modern 
homes, designed for family life, and located within an original building 
with an important industrial heritage.
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Each of  these five distinct townhouses is a triplex with three double 
bedrooms. The homes follow a similar format, with slightly differing 
layouts and square footages (ranging from c.1107 – c.1303 sq. ft.) 
All homes have a private main entrance on the building’s southern 
aspect, facing the main courtyard. Each home has an entrance 
hallway, a cloakroom and some variation on a laundry, whether it’s 
a dedicated cupboard with plumbing and electric for appliances, or 
a separate utility room. All homes have a spacious, open plan living 
space, featuring an integrated kitchen, ample space for seating and 
dining, and double doors that open onto the rear garden. 

Up on the first floor, all homes have two double bedrooms, one with 
an en suite shower room, and a house bathroom with bath. Plots 9, 
12 and 13 also have useful storage cupboards. The second floor of  
all five of  the homes is mostly given over to the master bedrooms. All 
have en suite bathrooms with showers, and Plots 9, 12 and 13 also 
have a separate bath. Every home also has a secluded, south-facing 
patio terrace that’s accessible both from the master bedroom, via a 
set of  double doors, and from the main landing. All homes also have 
a storage cupboard on this floor.

Outside, each plot has a rear garden with a patio and turfed area, 
and all homes benefit from two parking spaces each; one at the front 
of  the building and one at the rear. Each garden has direct access to 
the parking area at the rear.
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TWO U N IQUE CONVERTED 
APARTMENTS OVERLO OKING
THE RIV ER 

PLOT 8 A ND 14

THE WAREHOUS E 
APARTMENTS

Each home occupies a full floor of  this unique 
building situated adjacent to our historic mill tower.

The apartments offer open plan living with a 
kitchen and dining space, with an additional utility 
cuphoard. The feature of  this home is the large 
master bedroom with en-suite. 

Both apartments include one off street parking 
space.
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CO N TACT US

Ebor Mills
Ebor Lane
Haworth
West Yorkshire BD22 8HR

what3words location reference: 
drew.across.cute

01535 288000
ebormills@skiptonproperties.com
www.skiptonproperties.com

We’re doing our bit for the environment and saving trees by not printing this brochure 

Disclaimer: The information in this brochure is indicative and is intended to act as a guide only as to the potential appearance of  the 
finished product. Skipton Properties operates a policy of  continuous improvement and thus the finished product may vary from the 
information provided. These particulars should not be relied upon as statements of  fact or representations and applicants must satisfy 
themselves by inspection or otherwise as to their correctness. The dimensions given on plans may vary slightly and are not intended to 
be used for carpet sizes, appliance sizes or items of  furniture. All computer generated images and lifestyle photography are indicative 
only. This information does not constitute a warranty and is not intended to be relied upon for, nor to form part of, any contract 
unless specifically incorporated in writing into the contract. Ebor Mills is a marketing name and will not necessarily form part of  the 
approved postal address.

© 2021 Skipton Properties


