
Seven character ful  homes  created f rom the 

convers ion and restorat ion of  a  Grade II  l i s ted 

local  landmark,  p lus  three  brand new homes

WWW.SKIPTONPROPERTIES.COM
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A dist inctive 
development of 
seven converted 
homes within the 
former St .  Stephen’s 
School and 
Presbytery and three 
new build homes, 
located in Skipton, 
North Yorkshire.

At Skipton Propert ies 
every development is a 
passion project for us, 
but this one holds 
special  s ignif icance 
thanks to i ts location in 
the town in which our 
business was founded 
and from which it  takes 
its name, and its status 
as a beloved local 
landmark.  As locals ,  i t ’s
important to us to create 
homes that enhance the 
area,  and we’re 
del ighted to preserve, 
restore and breathe new 
l i fe back into these 
historic bui ldings.

Our innovative designs for the 
conversion of St .  Stephen’s were 
developed, in conjunction with a 
heritage special ist  and Historic 
England, to work with the fabric 
of the bui ldings and celebrate 
their  Gothic Revival architecture. 
We have long experience working 
with bui ldings of historical 
s ignif icance, and we wi l l  use this 
expert ise to develop ten stunning 
new homes that complement the 

Discover the Skipton Properties difference for yourself  – if  St.  Stephen’s 
Place sounds l ike somewhere you’d l ike to call  home, contact us to f ind 
out more.

surrounding conservation area. 
We’re creating seven new homes 
within the l isted bui ldings:  four 
two bedroom duplex apartments, 
two three bedroom cottages 
spread across four storeys and 
one three bedroom cottage with 
two f loors.  At the rear of the site 
we're bui lding three new homes 
with three bedrooms as wel l  as 
a communal green space for al l 
residents to enjoy.
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Brothers Thomas and Charles Tempest were 
prominent local Catholics instrumental in funding 
and planning the church. The Tempest family 
has roots in this part of Yorkshire dating back to 
1097 and the brothers’ direct descendants still run 
nearby Broughton Hall Estate, the family’s seat. The 
Tempest coat of arms and motto, ‘life as thou 
finds’ is carved above the school’s eastern 
entrance, which was once the entrance to the 
infants’ school.

The church’s eventual consecration in 1842 was an 
important moment in Skipton’s religious history, 
as it was the first official place of worship for the 
local Catholic community, and in 1850 plans were 
drawn up to build a school and presbytery (house 
for a parish priest). They were to be built around 
an existing building, Holywell Cottage, which dates 
back to earlier in the century. In contrast to the 
cottage’s simple Georgian architecture, the school 
and presbytery are designed in the Gothic Revival 
style, an ornate, romantic style that was inspired by 
Medieval architecture and very popular in the 
Victorian era. Typical Neo-Gothic features include 
the steeply pitched roofs and gables, pointed 
arches and lancet and clover windows seen at St. 
Stephen’s.

In 1836, on a tree-l ined 
piece of land in Skipton 
then known as Sycamore 
Hi l l  and surrounded by 
cornfields,  construction 
began on St .  Stephen’s 
Church. 
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The school was run by various orders of nuns for 
more than a century (St. Monica’s Convent, which 
later became a girls’ school, opened nearby in 
1861). Holywell Cottage was home to the school 
master before becoming part of the school in the 
1950s. Thomas Tempest, one of the local brothers 
responsible for the creation of St. Stephen’s, acted 
as the first parish priest, while the first priest to live 
in the presbytery, Father George Bridges, arrived 
in the 1850s. He was followed in 1874 by Father 
Richard Sharp, who served the parish for 40 years. 

St. Stephen’s School was based in the original 
complex of buildings until the early part of this 
century, and many local residents have memories 
of attending school there. A new complex of 
buildings next door now houses the school, while 
the original buildings had lain empty for several 
years when we took ownership of them. We’re 
delighted to honour St. Stephen’s long history and 
conserve these historic buildings for future 
generations.

The school and presbytery 
opened in 1854, as 
commemorated in the date 
stone above the main 
entrance on Gargrave 
Road. 
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We’re proud to cal l  Skipton 
home and very excited 
to be building again in a 
town that is often ranked 
amongst the happiest in 
the UK and rated one of its 
best places to l ive.W
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The picturesque waterways of the 
River Aire and the Leeds and Liverpool 
Canal, including Skipton’s own Springs 
Branch, also run through the town 
itself.
 
The area is historically significant as 
well as naturally beautiful. Skipton 
prospered as a market town thanks to 
its history of trading sheep and 
woollen goods; in fact its name 
translates as ‘sheep town’, and a 
sheep fleece features on its coat of 
arms. The town’s eponymous castle 
dates back to the 11th Century and 
there’s more local history to discover 
at East Riddlesden Hall, Cliffe Castle 
and the striking ruins of Bolton Abbey 
and Priory. Broughton Hall Estate, which 
will be forever linked to St. Stephen's 
Place thanks to the Tempest family, 
has also been revitalised by its current 
custodians, with an on-site wellbeing 
centre, bistro and more.

 The location of St. Stephen’s Place 
could hardly be more convenient, 
thanks to its close proximity to 
notable schools, useful amenities and 
excellent transport links. St. Stephen’s 
Primary School is just next door, with 
Water Street Primary, Ermysted’s Boys’ 
Grammar and Skipton Girls’ Grammar 
all within a couple of minutes’ walk. 
Several major supermarkets have a 
presence in Skipton alongside many 
independent shops (Keelham Farm 
Shop, located further up the road 
towards Gargrave, is a particular 
highlight) and a bustling market still 
takes place several days a week. 
Skipton train station has regular 
connecting services to Leeds, Carlisle 
and beyond and is a short walk away. 
York, Leeds and other major towns and 
cities are within easy reach via road, 
as is Leeds Bradford Airport.

It’s known as the gateway to the Yorkshire Dales and 
it really is the perfect base for exploring ‘God’s own 
country’, whether you’re taking in the waterfalls at 
Gordale Scar, walking Elslack Moor or paying a visit to 
the Nidderdale Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty. 

© Broughton Hall Estate
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Home has never been more important, 
and at Skipton Properties our homes 

embody our core values: family, 
people,  excel lence, creativity and heart . 

Our company was established in 1986 
by a father and is now run by his two 
daughters, so family is at the heart 
of our company and the homes we 
create; and we’re local, so it’s important 
to us to build homes that enhance the 
area. We approach each development 
differently, carefully tailoring our 
specifications to make the most of 
each unique site and ensuring our 
homes are sympathetically woven into 
their surroundings; complementing 
the existing architecture and blending 
seamlessly with the local landscape.

We understand the importance of 
home: a place to make your own, 
somewhere for family and friends to 
gather and a sanctuary you can’t wait 
to return to at the end of a long day. 

Our homes embody our values and to 
date we’ve built houses for more than 
3,500 families. We want you to have a 
great experience choosing, buying and 
personalising your dream home, so we’ll 
be here to help and advise you at every 
step along the way.

SKIPTON
PROPERTIES

About
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The Green, Glusburn, North Yorkshire

Kearns Village, Rossendale, Lancashire

Victoria Fold, Sabden, Lancashire
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ST. STEPHEN’S
Specification

We’re extremely proud of the homes we 
build.  Our insistence on excel lence means 

we maintain the highest of standards, so you 
can rely on our long-serving, trusted 

craftsmen to construct your home with care 
and meticulous attention to detai l .

We source high quality materials, 
including the natural stone used to 
construct the external elevations of the 
new homes, which has been hand-
selected to emphasise its unique 
variations and timeless beauty. Where 
we’ve needed to repair the original 
stonework of the historic buildings we’ve 
made a feature of our repairs, 
delineating them with lead surrounds. 
You’ll find this striking contrast between 
old and new throughout the converted 
homes, with original doors and 

staircases that have been retained and 
restored and reinstated period features 
such as architraves, covings and 
decorative fireplace surrounds.

The original Grade II listed buildings 
that form part of St. Stephen’s Place 
were altered and added to many times 
throughout their long history and had 
been lying empty and in a serious state 
of disrepair for several years before we 
salvaged them. As part of our 
restoration we’ll remove recent, 

tacked-on extensions that have no 
historical importance and reinstate 
several windows that had been 
blocked up. The original Neo-Gothic 
lancet windows were badly 
damaged but will be replaced with 
bespoke wooden conservation 
windows chosen to mirror the 
originals whilst providing much better 
functionality.

The internal specifications for our 
homes are personally overseen and 
selected by our Sales, Marketing and 
Design Director, Caroline. They evolve as 
trends do, but maintain a distinct sense 
of style and a timeless, enduring appeal. 
Energy-efficiency, environmental 
impact and sustainability are front 
of mind as we design and build our 
homes, and wherever possible they 
have high quality insulation and 
energy-saving technologies installed, to 
help reduce running costs.
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Kearns Village, Rossendale, Lancashire 2019



The luxurious converted and new homes at St. Stephen’s Place form part of our superior collection of 
Verity & Family Homes. For full details of the carefully-considered features of your home, please see the 
specifications for the individual properties.

At the rear of the development we’ll 
create a two-tier communal garden 
and green space, which will be planted 
with a cutting garden of herbs and fruit 
bushes, including rosemary, thyme, mint, 

chamomile, raspberry and gooseberry. 
The plants will be sourced locally wherever 
possible, and will be fed by the garden’s 
own compost bins. 
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We’ve retained the cottage's elegant, 
symmetrical Georgian exterior but 
completely overhauled the interior, 
maximising space to create a 
thoughtfully laid-out family home with 
c. 1193 sq. ft. of living space. The existing 
entrance, from Gargrave Road, has been 
retained, with a new front door with 
glazed details that mirrors the original. 
Doors lead from the entrance hall to a 
separate living room and a modern, open 
plan family living space with kitchen and 
room for dining and sitting. From here, 

H
O

L
Y

W
E

L
L 

C
O

T
T

A
G

E 

Holywell  Cottage takes 
its name from the 40ft 
deep well  that is located 
in its cel lar ,  which wil l  be 
covered over and secured 
as part of our renovation. 

a door leads to the separate utility room, 
and double doors give access to the rear 
courtyard garden. A cloakroom and large 
storage cupboard are also accessed from 
the hallway, as well as stairs leading to 
the first floor. Here there are two good-
sized double bedrooms, one with en suite 
shower room, a third single bedroom and a 
house bathroom with bath, plus two further 
storage cupboards. Outside the home has 
two designated parking spaces as well as a 
further front garden with attractive planting.

The cottage was built before the school and 
presbytery, in the early 1800s, which is apparent 
in its differing architectural style. In 1824, when 
the Kendal to Skipton highway was built, Holywell 
Cottage and a nearby inn were noted as the only 
buildings in the vicinity. When the school opened 
it was home to the schoolmaster, before being 
converted to form part of the school in the 1950s. 
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We’ve created two additional storeys within the 
building’s original structure with the use of innovative 
recessed mezzanine floors, which leave the lines of 
the original lancet windows unbroken. Apartment 2 
occupies the ground and first floors, while Apartment 
6 is located on the second and third floors, and both 
have c. 749 sq. ft. of living space.

The apartments occupy the left half of the original 
school frontage, facing Gargrave Road, and share the 
main entrance, which was once the entrance to the 
boys’ school. The original Gothic door will be retained 
and restored. Above the door is a carved date stone 
with the year of the school’s opening – 1854 – and the 
letters ADMG, which stands for ‘ad maiorem del 
gloriam’ - ‘for the glory of God’ - a reminder of the 
building’s religious origins. You’ll also notice some 
external repairs to the original stonework. These have 
been deliberately delineated with lead surrounds; 
emphasising the beauty in the blend of old and new.

A pair of characterful ,  two 
bedroom duplex homes 
located in what was once 
the school bui lding, offering 
modern apartment l iving in 
a stunning period sett ing. 

APARTMENTS 
2  & 6

Apartment 2 has two entrances – one via 
the communal main entrance hall, and 
one from the rear, providing easy access 
to the apartment’s designated parking 
space (Apartment 6 also has its own 
parking space). Both entrances lead to the 
L-shaped main living space, with kitchen, 
dining and sitting areas. Also on this floor 
are a combined cloakroom and utility 
room, and a storage cupboard. Apartment 
6 has an almost identical layout, but has 
one entrance from the first floor landing. 
Though the landing is communal (it leads 

off a staircase from the ground floor), 
Apartment 6 is the only home accessed 
from it.

Upstairs both homes have a slightly 
reduced footprint, to accommodate the 
aforementioned mezzanine floors, but 
have two good-sized double bedrooms, a 
bathroom with bath and storage space. 
Exposed beams add character in both 
apartments, while the original vaulted 
ceilings make a breath-taking feature on 
the upper floor of Apartment 6.

Style 1
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A pair of dist inctive two 
bedroom duplex 
apartments created from 
our contemporary 
conversion of the historic 
school bui lding. 
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We’ve used innovative recessed mezzanine 
floors which provide two additional storeys 
within the building’s original structure while 
leaving the lines of the original lancet windows 
uninterrupted. Apartment 3 occupies the ground 
and first floors and Apartment 7 is located on 
the second and third floors, and both cover c. 
780 sq. ft.

The apartments occupy the right hand 
side of the original frontage of the school, 
facing Gargrave Road, but their communal 
entrance (shared only by these two 
homes) is found at the rear, providing 
easy access to parking (each home has 
one designated space). The entrance 
that once provided access to the infants’ 
school (complete with Tempest family 
coat of arms and motto above) remains, 
though the door has been blocked and is 
no longer usable. 

The front door to Apartment 3 is located 
in the communal hallway, where an 

original staircase we have retained and 
restored leads upstairs, providing sole 
access to Apartment 7. Space has been 
cleverly maximised in the entrance hall of 
both homes, providing a WC and storage 
space. The large open plan living space, 
with kitchen, seating and dining areas plus 
storage, also leads from here. Upstairs the 
footprint is slightly less than the floor below, 
to accommodate the mezzanine floor, 
but both homes have two sizable double 
bedrooms and a bathroom with bath 
and shower. There are exposed beams in 
both apartments, with the original vaulted 
ceilings creating a dramatic backdrop to 
the upper floor of Apartment 7.

S
tyle 2

While this image is representative of the area occupied by these homes, please be aware that the entrance 
shown is no longer in use, and the homes wil l  be accessed via another entrance.
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A three bedroom home spread 
across four f loors and located in 
the former school ,  in which we’ve 
worked with the original period 
features and footprint of the 
building to create a unique, c.  1670 
sq. ft .  home that’s made for 
modern l iving.

FIELD
COTTAGE 

The home is entered via its private 
courtyard garden, providing easy 
access to its two designated 
parking spaces. On the other side of 
the house, on Church Lane, an 
original Neo-Gothic entrance has 
been retained and restored, though 
the door has been blocked and is no 
longer usable. The building’s original 
lancet-shaped windows also feature.

Once inside there is a spacious entrance 
hall, and we’ve worked with the original 
footprint of the building to create the 
cloakroom that leads from it, which 
explains the room’s unique shape! Most of 
the ground floor is given over to an open 
plan island kitchen, dining and living room 
with double doors leading to the garden. 
The glass lightwell in the floor that provides 
light to the basement below and the 
framed feature window are sure to be 
talking points too! In the basement itself 
you can expect innovative lighting design 
to further maximise light. Most of this floor 

is given over to an expansive living space 
that could be used as a cosy sitting room 
or home cinema, and there is also a 
substantial storage space, a small study 
area and dedicated storage for wine. 
 
Up on the first floor are two double 
bedrooms, roughly equal in size, which 
share a bathroom with bath. The entire 
second floor is given over to the master 
bedroom with original, decorative cast iron 
fireback and en suite shower room. There is 
also attic storage on this floor.

Plot 4

While this image is representative of the area occupied by this home, please be aware that the entrance 
shown is no longer in use, and the home wil l  be accessed via another entrance.
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It once formed the presbytery, meaning it was 
where the church priest would have lived and, like 
the other new homes we’ve created from 
converting the original buildings, it retains a 
wealth of beautiful original features.

As with Plot 4,  this is a 
modern, c.  1457 sq. ft . , 
three bedroom, four 
storey home created 
within the historic walls of 
St .  Stephen’s.
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The home is entered from the rear of the 
original building, and there is also an 
entrance via the private courtyard 
garden, from which its two designated 
parking spaces can easily be reached.
 
On one side of the entrance hall is the 
large kitchen, which has two striking feature 
windows, one with a seat. Next to the stairs 
(which lead down to the basement and up 
to the first floor) on this side is the WC, and 
on the other side of the stairs is the dining 
room, with garden access. Downstairs 

the basement, with its electric feature fire 
and clever lighting design, would make 
the perfect cosy sitting room. There is also 
storage under the stairs.
 
The first floor houses two large double 
bedrooms, both of which have en suite 
shower rooms. The second floor is entirely 
given over to the expansive master suite, 
which has both a dressing room and 
bathroom with bath and shower. In the 
bedroom itself is an original cast iron 
fireback, which acts as a purely ornamental 
feature.
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Our use of natural stone for the elevations and natural 
slate for the roof tiles also ties these new buildings to the 
old, and their height is level with the presbytery to ensure 
that they don’t dominate. 

A tr io of brand new homes that 
have been thoughtful ly designed 
to complement,  not detract from, 
the historic original St .  Stephen’s 
bui ldings, and to sit 
harmoniously with the 
architectural vernacular of the 
surrounding conservation area. 

Plots 8-10
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Many of the homes’ numerous windows are 
arranged as trios, mirroring the old school’s 
window arrangements, while decorative 
stone carvings and corbels beneath the 
eaves also play subtle tribute to the original 
architecture. 
 
Plots 8 and 10 both span c. 1300 sq. ft. and 
Plot 9 c. 1240 sq. ft, and each home features 
the same spacious, innovative layout, with 
three floors and three bedrooms. A drive-in 
car port providing private covered parking is 
located on the ground floor, as is the main 
entrance. Leading from the entrance 

THE HILL 
TOWNHOUSES

hallway are a WC, utility room and 
extensive storage, and stairs to the upper 
floors. 
 
Most of the first floor is taken up by the 
modern family living space, with combined 
kitchen, dining area and sitting room and 
doors opening onto the patio and 
landscaped rear garden. On the second 
floor are three bedrooms, two double and 
one single. The master has an en suite 
shower room and Juliet balcony, while the 
remaining bedrooms share a family 
bathroom with bath.



ST. STEPHEN’S PLACE, GARGRAVE ROAD, SKIPTON, NORTH YORKSHIRE BD23 1PW
WHAT3WORDS LOCATION: THOUGH.BEGUN.ROOF

01756 630536
STSTEPHENSPLACE@SKIPTONPROPERTIES.COM 

WWW.SKIPTONPROPERTIES.COM

WE'RE DOING OUR BIT FOR THE ENVIRONMENT AND SAVING TREES BY NOT PRINTING THIS BROCHURE

Disclaimer: The information in this brochure is indicative and is intended to act as a guide only as to the potential appearance of the finished product. Skipton Properties operates a policy of 
continuous improvement and thus the finished product may vary from the information provided. These particulars should not be relied upon as statements of fact or representations and applicants 
must satisfy themselves by inspection or otherwise as to their correctness. The dimensions given on plans may vary slightly and are not intended to be used for carpet sizes, appliance sizes or items 
of furniture. All computer generated images and lifestyle photography are indicative only. This information does not constitute a warranty and is not intended to be relied upon for, nor to form part of, 

any contract unless specifically incorporated in writing into the contract. St. Stephen’s Place is a marketing name and will not necessarily form part of the approved postal address.

© 2020 Skipton Properties
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